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“It’s Gnow or Never” 
 

Formed in 1992 to preserve 
malleefowl in their natural 
habitat in WA, the group 
conducts surveys, monitors  
nesting sites, sources funds 
for research, conducts 
awareness raising programs  
and provides support to its 
membership base of over 
600 people.  
Originating from the Shire of 
G n o w a n g e r u p  ( t h e          
Aboriginal name for the 
malleefowl) the group’s    
philosophy is that malleefowl 
preservation is not just about  
saving malleefowl, it is about  
contribut ing to overall       
biodiversity conservation. 
 

Office: Yongergnow Centre 
Lot 153 Jaekel St, Ongerup 
Postal: PO Box 29 Ongerup  
Western Australia  6336 

Phone:   (08) 9828 2007 
Fax:        (08) 9828 2018 
Web:    malleefowl.com.au 
Email: malleefow l.wa@wn.com.au 

S usanne Denning’s 
long standing dedica-

tion to Landcare and   
conservation was hon-
oured recently when she 
won the Great Southern 
Development Commis-
sion’s 2009 Medal for  
Excellence in Natural   
Resource Management. 
Susanne, who is the    
project coordinator for the 
Malleefowl Preservation 
Group, has been with the 
organisation since its   
formation in 1992. For 
many years she was the 
group’s president and 
through her leadership 
the MPG has grown to 
become an internationally 
recognised community 
conservation organisa-
tion, while maintaining its 
grass roots base.  
Susanne’s work with the group has 
included coordinating the Malleefowl 
mound surveys, the school education 
program ‘Malleefowl Magic’, and the 
‘Gnow or Never’ film documentary 
that was launched in Albany in     
February 2009.  
She says there were three main    
reasons why she became involved 
with the MPG. One was timing: she 
had just resigned from her job at   
Ansett Airlines and moved to         
Ongerup so she was open to the idea 
of a new interest or challenge.  
Secondly, Susanne’s mother was a 
founding member of the Ongerup 
Conservation Group, which played an 
important role in stopping clearing 
and mining in the Fitzgerald River 
National Park then seeing it gazetted. 
Susanne says her mum’s approach 
to Landcare and conservation rubbed 

off on her. Enter John Davis, the 
founding member of the Mallee-
fowl Preservation Group, whose 
enthusiasm inspired her to follow 
in her mother’s footsteps and   
become involved.  
Susanne says on a personal level 
she was thrilled to receive the 
award but even more importantly, 
she sees it as an acknowledg-
ment by the Great Southern     
Development Commission that 
biodiversity is a regional asset.  
This view was acknowledged by 
the Hon. Terry Redman MLA, 
Minister for Agriculture and Food; 
Forestry and Member for      
Blackwood-Stirling when he     
presented Susanne with the 
medal at a formal dinner in Albany  
in June 2009. 
 

Susanne Dennings wins NRM medal 
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The Hon. Terry Redman MLA, Minister for Agriculture and 
Food; Forestry presenting Susanne Dennings with her medal. 
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From the Editor 
Welcome to the 48th edition of 
Malleefowl Matter – my first as 
editor of the newsletter. 
By way of introduction, I’m from 
a small farming town in        
Victoria, have a science and 
journalism background and 
have lived in Western Australia 
since 1993. 
I first heard of the Malleefowl 
Preservation Group in 2001 
when I started working for Birds 
Australia WA on the Carnaby’s 
Black Cockatoo Recovery   
Project. The work was commu-
nity-based and focused on 
monitoring and protecting the 
cockatoo’s breeding grounds in 
the northern and southern 
wheatbelt regions. 
The MPG was identified as a 
successful community-based 
group working with farmers and 
I remember ringing Susanne 
Dennings to ask her advice. 
Among other things, Susanne 
spoke of small rural            
communities whose members 
must, through necessity, fill all 

sorts of roles from ambulance 
driver, fire fighter, footy coach to 
conservation worker. She      
impressed upon me the         
importance of seeking out local 
knowledge, recognising the very 
significant contributions of      
volunteers and of making an 
enjoyable social event out of yet 
another meeting. 
Susanne’s advice stood me in 
good stead not only for the 
Carnaby’s project but also for 
the Bremer River Catchment 
Project, which I went on to work 
for in 2006. By this stage I had 
moved to Bremer Bay where I 
now live with my partner, who is 
a farmer, and our two sons. 
The Bremer River project, run 
by the Jerramungup-based   
Fitzgerald Biosphere Group,       
involved working with farmers to 
mitigate the effects of salinity, 
erosion and other land         
degradation issues. 
There I had the good fortune to 
work with Jessica van der 
Waag, whose research on 
malleefowl chicks will be well 
known to many MPG members. 

Through Jessica, my family and 
I got to see one of her chicks, 
Elijah, working his mound at 
Kelly’s Block near Ongerup. 
Also through Jessica, I became 
more acquainted with the MPG. 
Consequently, I was delighted 
to be asked to edit Malleefowl 
Matter and look forward to doing 
so. 
The newsletter will be published 
three times a year. For contact 
details and editorial deadlines 
please refer to the information 
panel on page one of this      
newsletter. I look forward to 
hearing from you. 
Regards 
Leonie McMahon 

Continued from page 1 
“I am delighted to see your outstanding 
work and dedication to using the Mallee-
fowl as an icon species to engage the 
community and promote broader issues in 
NRM that has been recognised with this 
distinguished award,” he said.  
The promotion and support of Natural  
Resource Management in the region is a 
key corporate goal of the Great Southern 
Development Commission. Now in its 
eighth year, the prestigious award recog-
nises achievement beyond daily work 
commitments and rewards outstanding 
efforts in the Great Southern region. 
In addition to the medal, the winner      
receives $10,000, and finalists each win 
$1000 prize money to support their NRM 
activities.  
The other three finalists were Centre of 
Excellence in Natural Resource          
Management Research Fellow Dr Geoff 
Woodall, Kojonup farmers Robert and 
Jennifer Warburton and Quechinup     
Forestry’s proprietors Liz and Bill        
Hollingworth. 

Fellow MPG member, Buddy Kent, and Susanne Dennings inspecting 

a malleefowl mound.  
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Malleefowl find friends amongst people of all 
walks of life, the late Mr Barry Bushby 
amongst them. 
Barry was a member of the Toyota Land 
Cruiser Club WA (TLCC WA) and in this     
capacity helped to protect a malleefowl 
mound that had been partially built across 
the Holland track, about 80 km east north 
east of Hyden. Fellow club member, Bob   
Stevenson, provided the following story and 
photos about Barry and his work on the 
malleefowl mound.  

B arry Bushby is one of only two people to be 
given life membership of the TLCC WA since 

it was formed in November 1977. Barry was a 
very active member of the Club and enjoyed his 
outback travels. He was born on 24 April 1939 
and died of cancer related illness on 11 October 
2004.  
His ashes were scattered on the Canning Stock 
Route; one of his favourite destinations. The 
TLCC WA wished to honour him with a memorial 
plaque and in consultation with his family it was 
agreed to erect the plaque at the malleefowl nest 
on the Holland Track. 
The TLCC WA in conjunction with Conservation 
and Land Management (now Department of   
Environment and Conservation) protected the 
malleefowl nest on the Holland Track in Septem-
ber 2001. The nest was built with one side 
across the original track. To preserve the nest 
the track was diverted and bollards erected to 
prevent vehicles driving over the nest and a sign 
placed to inform travellers about malleefowl. 
Barry carried out a lot of volunteer work on the 
Holland Track including protection of the mallee 
fowl nest.  
The plaque was placed at the malleefowl mound 
in September 2007. As the Club travels the track 
at least once a year it can be monitored.  
Bob  said  the  TLCC WA  adopted  the  Holland  

Above: The late Barry Bushby, left, and fellow volunteer 

Max Barton, working on the sign about malleefowl that the 
Toyota Land Cruiser Club had erected at the mound. 

Below: the protected mallefowl mound. Insert: the plaque 
dedicated to the memory of the late Barry Bushby.  

The Malleefowl Preservation Group would like 
to take this opportunity to wish its members a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
 

Malleefowl mound  
chosen to remember 
4WD club member 

Track in 1997 and the 
malleefowl mound was 
built about ten years ago. Activity was observed 
until about two years ago but no changes had 
been noticed at the mound since then.  
 

Susanne Dennings gave a presentation 
about malleefowl and their conservation in 
October to approximately 100 members of 
the Toyota Land Cruiser Club of WA in Perth.  
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Glenn Firth is the Approvals 
and HSEC Manager for Heron 
Resources Ltd. Following is 
his account of the malleefowl 
survey conducted in July this 
year at Menangina Station. 
 

H eron Resources owns and 
manages the Menangina    

Pastoral Station 120 km north 
north-east of Kalgoorlie. This is 
typical mulga country and 
prime habitat for Malleefowl.  
If you’ve already read Wendy 
Duncan’s account of the survey 
[on page 7], she describes the 
anecdotal s ight ings and       
historical information at the   
station.  
Heron decided it was important 
to follow-up these suspicions 
and do a survey with the MPG. 
As an employee of Heron     

Resources and a keen environ-
mental preserver, I worked with 
Susanne Dennings to make 
sure this survey would meet all 
its objectives and confirm one 
way or the other the suspicion 
that we (hopefully) currently 
have ac t ive Mal leefow l        
populations at Menangina. We 
weren’t disappointed. 
I drove the two hour long     
journey on dirt roads without 
seeing a soul and yet narrowly 
missed a Malleefowl casually 
strolling across the road       
mid-afternoon on a mild mid-
Winters day. This was a good 
omen.  
Heron has owned Menangina 
Station for the last two years so 
I often travel out there to check 
how things are going with the 
caretaker over a quiet cup of tea 
and update him on what Heron 
Resources is up to.  
Not having been involved in 
MPG surveys before, you can 
imagine my amazement when I     
arrived at the station and was 
engulfed in a sea of tents,    
trailers and caravans more    
typical of a hippie commune 

than a quiet, remote pastoral 
station. The MPG had arrived 
and was in full-swing preparing 
for the week long survey    
commencing the next day.  
Every last attention to detail 
was under control and I was 
grateful to Susanne and the 
volunteers for their efforts and 
ensuring all went smoothly, 
even down to the last creature 
comfort of hot showers at the 
end of the day. 
The survey went like clock-
work, broke at least three MPG 
survey records that I am aware 
of and provided some interest-
ing results. The biggest MPG 
team ever to attempt a human 
chain surveying system       
covered the largest area      
surveyed to date and discov-
ered more mounds and mallee-
fowl tracks than in any previous 
survey.  
I would like to take credit for 
having all these mounds on our 
pastoral station, but it was 
more because Susanne       
previously undertook recon-
naissance trips to Menangina 
and expertly identified the 

Heron joins 
MPG for 

Menangina  
survey 

Mary Sullivan demonstrates recycling Menangina Station 

style with assistance from Lyn Micha (holding the bin). 

Rod Smith with some old eggs that had not been cleaned 

out of an inactive mound.  
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area that can be covered. The 
success of this approach    
justifies its use. 
We even found seven mega-
mounds. Of course, I didn’t 
know what a megamound was. 
It was explained as being a 
formation measuring up to 
15m in diameter, sometimes 
with an active mound in the 
centre.  
Susanne went on to describe 
megamounds as being a   
phenomenon observed at 
other MPG arid zone survey 
sites (near Kalgoorlie and 
Mount Jackson) but little is 
known about them. One theory 
is that the mounds have been 
formed by many generations 
of malleefowl.  
Every night back at camp, we 
celebrated our findings and 
highlighted our experiences 
over a warm fire and glass of 
wine.  
This is one of those times 
when you really love the work 
you do and I can understand 
why a core group of            
volunteers conduct these    
surveys year after year and 

prime habitat from the less 
likely habitat.  
She also pulled together a 
team of very experienced and/
or keen volunteers to conduct 
the survey. An area of 1224 ha 
was surveyed by 25 volunteers 
who collectively walked 1044 
km over four and half days.  
We found 61 mounds fairly 
evenly spread over the survey 
area, of which 12 indicated  
recent activity. Although only 
one malleefowl popped its 
head up to be counted by Ross 
Strahan as the only live bird of 
the survey, 211 tracks were 
recorded.  
It is interesting to note that   
Susanne had given great 
thought to the methodology 
and decided to use the ‘human 
chain’ survey method as      
opposed to a transect search 
because of the arid nature of 
the environment.  
Previous surveys at Yeelirrie 
Station further to the north-west 
of Menangina used transect 
searches so results of the 
Menangina survey can now be 
used to compare the amount of 

why new volunteers always ask 
when the next survey is 
planned.  
I am certainly a convert and 
can’t wait to plan the follow-up 
surveys of the identified 
mounds during the breeding 
season as part of the National 
Malleefowl Recovery Plan.  
Thanks Susanne, and thanks 
to all the volunteers who      
participated in the survey at 
Menangina. I look forward to 
other opportunities to work with 
the MPG, researching this 
am az ing and prec ious         
species. 

Don Sclater, left, and Rodger Hall, taking a well earned break 

between survey lines. 

Mary Sullivan, George White and Stephanie Nield taking down 

the details of a mound.  

MPG acknowledges Heron Resources 
for the support provided during the 

survey, by way of financial contribu-
tions towards the survey costs, on-site 

accommodation, volunteer fuel and 
BBQ meals. 

Thanks also to Heron staff, Glenn Firth 
and Ramon Andinach, station manager 

Keith Purchase and his partner, Bev. 

5 



 

 
Malleefowl Preservation Group Inc 

J oining the MPG team on the Menangina     
survey was the Hon. Wendy Duncan, MLC 

(Member for Mining and Pastoral). Wendy grew 
up on Menangina in the 1950’s and retained a 
close association with the station through to the 
1980’s.  
Malleefowl were woven into her childhood memo-
ries; a childhood she describes as unique and 
privileged. Of this time she said: “The Aboriginal 
women who lived on the station still practised a 
hunter-gatherer lifestyle. They took us [Wendy 
and her sister Kay and brother Steve Tonkin]  
under their wings and taught us how to identify 
animal tracks, find malleefowl nests and harvest 
eggs. You could tell from the outside of the shell 
if there was a chick or a yolk inside so we knew 
which ones to leave and which ones to take.” 
Wendy said the Aboriginal women (from the local 
Wongi tribe) knew where the active nests were 
and they went to the same ones each year. The 
July survey was carried out in close proximity to 
these nests. 
Back then, Wendy says, you didn’t see mallee-
fowl everywhere but they were reasonably    
common. Wendy returned to run Menangina   
station in the 1980’s with her husband Ian and 
during the five years they lived there she does 
not recall seeing a single malleefowl.  
“The interesting thing about the survey area is 
that it was severely burnt in the mid-1970’s so 
there is evidence of lots of malleefowl nests but 
not a lot of activity,” she said. (Sixty one mounds 
were identified in July, and twelve showed       
indications of recent activity). She attributes the 
decline in numbers to an increase in foxes and 
feral cats.  
She also said she was ‘blown away’ by the   
number of wild dog tracks she saw in the survey 
area. They outnumbered feral cats, foxes and 
goats. She said throughout her entire earlier   
association with Menangina she had never      
before seen a wild dog or their tracks. 
Menangina covers about three quarters of a    
million acres. The landscape varies greatly from 
mulga bush, salt lakes and a granite belt running 
through the property. The malleefowl were to be 
found in the wooded area: the “poorest paddock 
from a pastoralist’s point of view so it has never 
been heavily stocked.” 
Walking through the vegetation again during the 
survey, Wendy noticed how sparse it had        

become. She 
believes the 
impact of cli-
mate change is 
being felt there 
because while 
annual rainfall 
is about the 
same as be-
fore, its   distri-
bution has 
changed from 
primarily winter 
rains, which 
favoured good 
vegetation 
growth and  
ground cover, 
to more sum-
mer rain in 
heavier downpours, which appear to be causing 
some damage to the country. 

Menangina childhood 

remembered by Hon. 

Wendy Duncan 

The Hon. Wendy Duncan, MLC, front 

row centre, with other volunteers at 
the Menangina survey in July 

Some years ago the Malleefowl Preservation 
Group set up the Community Conservation 
Trust fund to provide financial support for 
research into the malleefowl and its habitat.  
A new panel has recently been convened to 
manage the fund and MPG Committee     
member, Len van der Waag, provided the   
following information about it.  

M PG was established in 1992 as a rural-
based community group concerned with the 

decline of the Gnowangerup Shire fauna         
emblem, the gnow or malleefowl.  
This unique bird originally found across Southern 
Australia has become a symbol and central focus 
for statewide nature conservation efforts.    
One of the opportunities the MPG has accessed 
to support these efforts has been to become a 
“Nationally Registered Environmental               
Organisation” and as such, offers tax deductible 
donation facilities.  
100% of the funds donated to the Community 
Conservation Trust Fund go to supporting 
malleefowl scientific research. This research  
covers all aspects of the mallee ecosystem, and 
of the bird’s physiology and behaviour.   
This Fund is now managed for the MPG by a  
voluntary expert five member panel with  skills  in  
academic  research,  banking,  commercial   law,  
 

Malleefowl supporters    
invited to donate to     
fund for research 

Continued on page 7 
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regional     development      and 
community empowerment.   
The panel members are:       
researcher and academic, Dr 
Frances Margaret Ross;    
Glenise Tutt, the panel’s     
community representative who 
has held roles in administration, 
finance and management; Len 
van der Waag, who works in 
the field of sustainable regional 
economic and social develop-
ment; John Vincent, who has 
extensive experienc e in      
business and finance; and   
barrister and solicitor, Jim 
Swann.  
The MPG management com-
mittee provides technical and 
scientific support to the panel. 
The panel has developed the 
Fund’s first formal grant to   
support field-based research by 
an eligible PhD researcher. The 
panel decided that, as many of 
our PhD researchers become 
future policy makers and       
administrators, a positive      
experience in the WA Mallee 
earlier in their careers would 
make them more aware of the 
unique conditions confronting 
our regional and rural communi-
ties and the values they hold 
dear.   

Malleefowl Preservation Group Inc 

Coming Events Coming Events Coming Events Coming Events     
Date  Activity  Where  Contact 

24th November  2009 MPG Committee     
meeting 

Yongergnow  
Malleefowl Centre, 

Ongerup 

Claudine Deering  
Ph: 98282007 

malleefowl.wa@wn.com.au 

26th January 2010 MPG Committee     
meeting 

Yongergnow  
Malleefowl Centre, 

Ongerup 

Claudine Deering 
Ph: 98282007 

malleefowl.wa@wn.com.au 

17th March 2010 Surveys and Monitoring 
Sub-Committee meeting 

Yongergnow  
Malleefowl Centre, 

Ongerup 

Susanne Dennings  
Ph: 98282083 

sdennings@bigpond.com 

March/April 2010   
(dates to be confirmed) 

Malleefowl Magic  
Education Program 

Esperance        
Region 

Susanne Dennings 
Ph: 98282083 

sdennings@bigpond.com 

May/June 2010  
(dates to be confirmed) 

Mount Jackson  
malleefowl survey 

Mount Jackson,  
north of Bullfinch,  

Yilgarn Shire 

Susanne Dennings  
Ph: 98282083 

sdennings@bigpond.com 

The MPG Community Conservation 

Trust’s panel members Len van der 
Wagg (above), and below, clockwise 

from back left, Jim Swann, Glenise 
Tutt, Dr Margaret Ross and John  

Vincent. 

From our perspective as MPG 
supporters, conservation of the 
mallee ecosystem and its iconic 
Malleefowl are high on that    
values agenda. 
The grant of $9,000 is spread 
over three years to cover travel 
and communications costs     
incurred to undertake field based 
work in an approved research 
topic. The successful applicant 
will be required to maintain  
regular contact with the Fund 
panel and the MPG. 
If you would like to contribute to 
the next grant, please go to 
www.mallee fow l.com.au /
aboutus/donation.aspx to 
download a Tax Deducti-
ble Donation form and   
return to the Malleefowl 
Preservation Group Inc., 
PO Box 29, Ongerup WA 
6336 or fax it to               
08 9828 2018 
To claim tax benefits, 
please ensure your       
donation of $2 and over is 
made payable to the  
Community Conserva-
tion Trust Fund (Income 
Tax Assessment Act, 
1997). A Tax receipt will 
be issued when your     
donation is received.  

Continued from page 6 
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Chick ChatChick ChatChick ChatChick Chat    
L ook out kids in the            

Esperance area, Malleefowl 
Magic is coming your way. 
The Malleefowl Magic education 
program has recently received 
funding through the Department 
of Environment and Conserva-
tion’s 2009 Environmental  
Community Grant scheme.  
This means the school visits 
that the MPG has conducted 
since 2001 to raise awareness 
about malleefowl and their  
habitat will continue next year.  
Susanne Dennings, the coordi-
nator of the program, will visit 
ten primary schools in South 

Western Australia to      
deliver Malleefowl Magic 
education packs in 2010. 
An education program will 
begin in the Esperance 
region towards the end of 
term one next year.  
The grant also provides 
funds for the continuation 
of the annual monitoring 
and survey program     
carried out by the MPG.  
The pictures below are by 
Year Three students from 
the Esperance Primary 
Sc hool,  s ent  af ter          
Susanne’s previous visit.  

Malleefowl Magic Coordinator, Susanne 

Dennings, showing a malleefowl chick to   
students at the Pingrup Primary School. 
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