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MPG documentary rates well

t started at a meeting in 2003, progressed

to a road trip throughout country WA and
culminated in the making of the
documentary, ‘Gnow or Never’.
The 30 minute film about the plight of the
malleefowl and the formation of the Malleefowl
Preservation Group aired on ABC1, Thursday
4" February this year, to great acclaim.
According to official ratings, 442,000 people
watched the program nationally and it ranked
26th from a massive 393 programs rated
between 2pm and 2am that day. It rated fourth
out of 42 ABC1 programs during that period,
coming in behind the news, the Seven Thirty

Malleefowl with attitude! This photo was taken in the Little
Desert, Victoria, by bird photographer Keith Hindley who

watched the documentary and was one of many people who
contacted the MPG expressing encouragement and support.

report and 'Seven Ages
of Rock' — the latter being
only marginally ahead of
‘Gnow or Never’.

The chair of the MPG,
Alan Dennings,
described the documen-
tary as a wonderful
achievement for the
group.

Claudine Deering, office
manager for the MPG,
said the response has
been incredible. She has
received about 150
emails and letters, since
the program aired, result-
ing in tax-deductible
donations, new member-
ships and about 30
DVDs being ordered.
The documentary was
made over five years, on
a shoe string budget.
The patron of the MPG,
John Williamson
introduced and narrated
the film.

To be published soon:
The untold film
interviews: Malleefowl
Believers, Stories of
the Malleefowl and its
Champions. Read
author and film maker,
Frank Rijavec’s
account of the book’s
making on page 6.

The future direction for MPG

By MPG chairperson, Alan Dennings

A new direction and a new
location are the outcomes from
members’ feedback to a question-
naire seeking preferred options
for the future of the Malleefowl
Preservation Group.

You will no doubt remember the
process of reviewing the organisa-
tion’s viability, its priorities and its
operations presented to the 2009
AGM, which was followed by a
questionnaire forwarded
members inviting input. The 2009

to all

continued on page 2
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MPG’S future continued

AGM options were based on the
following factors:

. Greatly reduced project
opportunities

. Limited and declining local
volunteer capacity and
availability

. Financial sustainability

. Confusion in the relation-
ship between MPG and
the community-owned
Yongergnow Malleefowl
Ecotourism Centre in
Ongerup.

The result of the members
gquestionnaire was overwhelming
support for the MPG to remain in
operation, with the understand-
ing that a new vision and
relocation were needed.

It was also recommended by

members that the MPG

maintained its identity and its
on-ground grass roots

implementation focus.
This response led to the current
committee considering a
proposal from South Coast
Natural Resource Management
Inc (SCNRM) to relocate our
office within their Albany
premises later this year.

With the group fast approaching
20 vyears of operation, a
generation has almost passed
since its inception in 1992. A
need was identified to introduce
an independent Albany advisory
group to guide the MPG into the
future.

This group has identified the
professional operation, sound
financial status and large
membership base (in excess of
500) as key strengths placing
the MPG in an enviable position
to attract a new and vibrant
Albany based committee.
In the interim the
committee has limited

current
the

organisation’s activities to core
functions. These include
surveys and monitoring
programs, obtaining funding for
research (through the Commu-
nity Conservation Trust Fund),
raising community awareness
(through programs such as

Malleefowl Magic) and, most
importantly, supporting its
membership.

Expressions of Interest are now
being called for nominations to
join a new, enthusiastic and
committed committee to be
formally appointed at the July
AGM this year (please see
enclosed ‘MPG Reloaded’
document).

This will provide sufficient time
to mentor and support the 2010-
2011 nominees into their new
roles with a strong pledge from
the current committee to provide
mentoring support during the
change over process.

10.5 km fencing project completes wildlife corridor

t's rare these days to see malleefowl wandering
up your driveway but Monjebup farmers, Jeff
and Libby Thornbury, have three that pass
through on occasion.
Their property, near Boxwood Hill, about 150 km
north east of Albany, is located between two
large blocks of bush and the couple have just
completed 10.5 km of fencing that will create a
wildlife corridor between the two.
Almost 15 ha of revegetation have also been
completed. Libby said the fenced area is along
creek lines where the vegetation had been
decimated by sheep but since the area has been
fenced off there is regrowth occurring naturally.
The couple used a minimum width of 50 metres
for the recently fenced area.
Much of the remnant bush on the property had
already been fenced and with the completion of
this 10.5 km, about 129 ha of bush are now
protected.
To the west of the Thornbury’s is a Gondwana
Link-Bush Heritage Australia property with
bushland exceeding 2000 hectares in size.
To the east of the Thornbury’'s is a large,
privately owned block of bush. Both will be linked
via the Thornbury’s corridor.
A few kilometres further to the east again is
Chingarrup Sanctuary, a property owned by

Eddy and Donna Wajon (story pages 4-5).
As well as malleefowl, the bushland in the area
is home to the rare Western Whipbird and a
feeding ground for endangered Carnaby’s Black
Cockatoos. Brush-wallabies and Tammar
wallabies, which are rare in the district, are also
found there.
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continued on page 8

Wl -G
Libby and Jeff Thornbury at a revegetation site in the

newly fenced corridor on their Monjebup property.
Photograph courtesy Susanne Dennings.

2 Malleefowl Preservation Group Inc




Victorian malleefowl
undaunted by bushfire

MPG members, Ron and Gwyn Wiseman, are
founding members of the Victorian Malleefowl
Recovery Group Inc, which was established in
March 2001. Ron and Gwyn started monitoring
the Wathe Flora and Fauna Reserve in Hope-
toun, north western Victoria, in 1996 with Dr.
Joe Benshemesh and Paul Burton. Monitoring
for mounds started in the reserve in the early
1990’s when Joe did his thesis there.
Ron Wiseman, who is the president of the
Victorian  Malleefowl Recovery Group,
provided the following account of mound
activity after a fire burnt through 60 percent of
the reserve.
ln November 2007 there was a major bushfire
caused by a lightning strike in the Wathe Flora

Reserve, Victoria. Below: one of the active malleefowl
mounds found in a part of the reserve that was burnt by
fire in late 2007. Photographs courtesy Ron Wiseman.
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and Fauna Reserve north east of Hopetoun,
Victoria. This reserve is one of the best Mallee-
fowl habitats in Victoria. The park covers an area
of nearly 15,000 acres of which 9,000 were burnt.
We have two grids of four square kilometres each
in this reserve, referred to as the 02 and 03 grids.
We have also now put a four square kilometre
grid in the middle of the burnt area.

To my knowledge most of the Malleefowl
escaped into nearby farm land during the fire and
survived, because in the 2008 breeding season
the number of active mounds within the grids had
doubled that of previous years records according
to the data collected.

In 2008 there were 25 active mounds and in 2009
there were 21. When we first started we had
around 12 to 15 active mounds in the 03 grid and
three or four in the 02 grid.

In March 2009 we did a line search of the 03 grid
which was about 20% burnt on the eastern edge.
Unfortunately the search did not cover the full grid
area leaving about 300 metres left to be done. In
August 2009 another member, Les Solly, and our
daughter, Claire Roll, finished the search off and
to their great surprise they came across a mound
being built in the burnt area. It was approximately
350 metres from the edge of the unburnt section.

Later checks revealed the malleefowl had
collected litter from an area of up to 30 to 40
metres for their mound. By September it was a
fully working mound and later in October 2009
when the grid was monitored it was highly active.

The monitors then found another active mound
closer to the wunburnt area of the grid,
approximately 150 metres from the edge of the
unburnt section.

There will be plenty of cover and available food
sources for the chicks as they
hatch because it has been a
reasonable year for rain in the
district.

Regrowth has been excellent
and the grasses within the
burnt area are thick along with
plenty of other herbs and small
shrubs.

The Malleefowl are moving
around in the burnt area quite
some distance from the
unburnt parts, so it shows that
when the birds need an area to
build a mound they will inhabit
the burnt areas if they can find
enough litter to build the
mound.

It has been just 20 months
since the fire so it is great to
see the footprints and birds
back in that area again.
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Fauna surveys reveal

t’s probably fair to say few of us know if we

have honey possums or bats, rare orchids or
endangered birds living in the bush closest to
us.
For the last seven years, Perth-based couple,
Eddy and Donna Wajon, have made a con-
certed effort to discover the inhabitants of the
bush on their 576 ha property on the south
coast of WA. The emerging picture is of a bush
teeming with life, diversity and rare finds.
In November 2009 and January 2010, the Wajon’s
hosted two fauna trapping surveys at Chingarrup
Sanctuary, located about 140 km north east of
Albany at Boxwood Hill (and only a few kilometres
from the Thornbury’s place - story page 2).
Specialists in the identification of birds, bats,
insects, reptiles and mammals all converged on
the property, along with a number of interested
volunteers.
The November survey yielded five honey possums,
the January survey, seven. These were the only
native mammals trapped though brush tailed
wallabies have been seen in the past, there is
evidence of echidnas, and western grey kangaroos
are plentiful.
Four species of snakes were either trapped or
seen including two common south coast species,
tigers and dugites. More uncommon were a
black-backed snake, and a bardick — both short
venomous snakes that are rarely seen. A range of
geckos and lizards were also found.
Eddy described the moth trapping as spectacular:
large brightly coloured moths, including the
emerald moth (pictured) wowed the surveyors and
were identified by entomologist Mark Heath.
Though no bats were trapped, bat
experts, Nic Dunlop and Bob
Bullen, were able to identify a
range of species from their sounds.
A western whipbird’s nest with two
chicks was found and the western
whipbird’s calls were heard.
Endangered Carnaby’'s Black
Cockatoos are known to feed on
the property though they were not
seen during the surveys.
One malleefowl made an
appearance during the surveys; the
second time one has been sighted
on the property since 2002.
Eddy says there are two, possibly
three, malleefowl mounds at
Chingarrup, though they havent
seen any activity in the entire time
they have owned the property.
Eddy is a wildflower photographer.

Malleefowl Preservation Group Inc



glimpse of life in bush

He has identified over 250 species of wildflowers so
far at Chingarrup and he estimates he hasn’t even
covered half the species there. During the recent
surveys a rare dwarf spider orchid, Caladenia
bryceanea sub species bryceanea, was found.

The Wajons bought Chingarrup in 2002 and at that
time about 100 ha was cleared. Since then the
couple have revegetated 80 of the 100 ha with the
help of Greening Australia and Bush Heritage
Australia.

The Wajons plan to do fauna surveys on a
seasonal basis in conjunction with Nic Dunlop.
They will rely mostly on pit traps, which Eddy said
were most effective during the recent surveys.

Eddy says people who visit their property always
comment on how special it is. His perspective is a
little different. He believes what makes Chingarrup
different to other places isn’t necessarily that it has
more or better flora or fauna, but rather what does
live in the bush there has been sought out and
recorded.

The couple have kept a record of all visits,
activities, sightings and observations ever since
they bought the property and surveys, such as
those recently held, bring the bush to life for
people.

Eddy’s view holds the promise of future discoveries
waiting to be made in bush blocks all across the
country.

The fauna surveys were coordinated by Angela
Sanders from Bush Heritage Australia. In addition
to Mark, Nic and Bob, bird observers Frank
O’Connor and Tony and Jane Brown were involved.

The MPG fauna trapping trailer was hired for
the Chingarrup surveys. For further information
about hiring it please contact the MPG office in
Ongerup on 9828 2007.

Photographs: Top left: Property owner, Eddy Wajon, setting
up a Sheffield trap. Photograph courtesy Sallyanne Cousans.
Centre left: Bush Heritage Australia Coordinator, Angela
Sanders, checks a funnel trap while some of the other
participants in the survey look on. Photograph courtesy
Sallyanne Cousans.

Bottom left: MPG chair, Alan Dennings (left), and Eddy Wajon
with the MPG fauna trapping trailer. Photograph courtesy
Susanne Dennings.

Photograph top right: one of the honey possums found in the
pit trap measures up. Photograph courtesy Sallyanne
Cousans.

Centre: The honey possum is given a drink of nectar before
being released back into the bush. Photograph courtesy
Sallyanne Cousans.

Bottom right: An emerald moth, one of several spectacular
moths observed during the surveys. Photograph courtesy
Sallyanne Cousans.
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A toast to malleefowl volunteers:

the writing of Malleefowl Believers, by Frank Rijavec

ollowing discussion at the

Narembeen AGM in 2003,
the MPG decided to support a
proposal to research the
making of the now completed
documentary, ‘Gnow or
Never’.
With some seed funding from
the Great Southern Develop-
ment Commission, Susanne,
Alan and | took a trip up through
Moulyinning, Narembeen,
Bodallin, Moorine Rock,
Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie,
Newdegate the following year.
The people we met then, and on
other visits to Ongerup,
Gnowangerup, Serpentine,
Triggs, Gidgegannup, and
Wembley, provided the
encouragement and inspiration
to write the narrative that was
the basis of the documentary.
So much of what we were told
could not be contained in the 30
minute film — deeply reflective
testimonies and detail that were
by turns stirring, funny,

entertaining and thoughtful — it

Alan Thompson (left), Frank Rijavec and Susanne Dennings working on production

was these personal stories that
motivated the film/publishing
sub-committee to take the next
step and produce a book:
Malleefow! Believers, Stories of
the Malleefow! and its
Champions.

This book is dedicated to the
volunteers who work for the
continued existence of the
malleefowl and the preservation
of the habitat it desperately
needs, and who, along the way,
have supported each other (and
had a good time!).

A Malleefowl Believers preview
will soon be available on the
website and, as soon as funding
for printing is secured, a limited
edition hard back collectors’
publication will be available.
There will also be a softer cover,
coloured version for general
public sales.

To be officially launched at the
next MPG AGM on Saturday
24th July, the book comes at an
important time for the MPG.
Reflecting on the history of the

of the book, Malleefowl Believers, Stories of the Malleefowl and its Champions.

Photograph courtesy Susanne Dennings

group and its future, Ross
Strahan offered that it was
typical of community conserva-
tion groups to “be created,
thrive, and then sort of die —
and be reformed as something
else maybe”. The greatest
challenge the MPG faces today
is the dramatic decline in rural
populations and the consequent
diminishment of community
participation — in the span of
one generation locals have
seen their towns and communi-
ties peak and ebb.

The volunteer-base that groups
such as the MPG rely on has
spread very, very thin. It may be
that the MPG has, through its
almost twenty year history, also

peaked and ebbed like the
social community it sprung
from?

Yet still — and this is very impor-
tant to bear in mind — it has
persisted and holds a great
store of experience that offers
promise for creative change —
whether this means shifting its
‘chookhouse’ to a larger centre
like Albany, or diversifying and
consolidating its professional,
income-generating environ-
mental services so that it can
better subsidize its community
awareness activities and
actions.

So then, in remembering some
of the history, chronicling the

"™ motivations and thought, and

commemorating the contribu-
tions of individuals, | hope
Malleefowl Believers (along with
its companion Gnow or Never)
stimulates members and
friends, not just to contemplate
a creditable past, but to imagine
fresh pathways and find springs
of energy to carry through the
MPG’s good influences. Of
course a book like this can
never do justice to the reality,
but at least its record of experi-
ences and transformations

6
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might enrich the broader stream
of conservation work with the
knowledge that cooperation,
action and struggle leaves
traces, achieves improvement.
The book is written in the hope
that the Group moves forward
to something not vyet
accomplished.

Finally | would like to personally
acknowledge the many people
who helped me immensely and
made the book possible: Above
all I am indebted to Susanne
and Alan Dennings for their
staunch support and conscien-
tiousness; to Susanne
especially for guiding me to a
wealth of research and for
managing the production and
financing of the book. My visits
to malleefowl country were

enriched by the generosity of
the ‘malleefowl believers’ who
welcomed me, discussed their
concerns and aspirations and
let me in on mysteries that
captivated them.

The proof reading, corrections
and comments offered by Ray
George, Vicki Bowden, Jack
Kinnear, Susanne Dennings,
Jessica van der Waag, Len van
der Waag, Blair Parsons, Don
Meloche, Ross and Lynda
Strahan, Jannette and John
Kavanagh, John Rees, Challis
Tillorook and others have
improved the text, and | thank
them for their attention to detail.
Susanne Dennings, Alan
Dennings, Yann Toussaint, and
Jessica van der Waag, as
members of the MPG Film and

Publications Committee, and
Judy O’Neill and Alan Dennings,
as MPG chairs, have provided a
good deal of advice and diligent
service; and Sue Oborne shared
her knowledge of botanical
species.

Finally, | am grateful to Alan
Thompson and Ken Greenwell
for the enthusiasm and
elegance they have brought to
the design of the book, and to
my family Noelene, Breyten and
Ringer, for being there.

Editors note: DVD copies of
the documentary ‘Gnow or
Never’ can be ordered online
at www.malleefowl.com.au or
by emailing Claudine Deering
at the MPG office on mallee-
fowl.wa@wn.com.au.

Date

Activity

Where

Contact

17th March 2010

Surveys and Monitoring
Sub-Committee meeting

Yongergnow

Malleefowl Centre,

Susanne Dennings
Ph: 98282083

Ongerup sdennings@bigpond.com
24th to 26th March Maleo Conference Manado, Susanne Dennings
2010 (presentation by Indonesia Ph: 98282083
Susanne Dennings) sdennings@bigpond.com
12th April 2010 Ferris-McDonald 60 km SE of Jenny Clift
Conservation Park Community Adelaide Ph: 08 85428027

Awareness evening

South Australia

jclift@internode.on.net

25th April to 8th May

Mt Gibson Station

100 km NNE of

Susanne Dennings

2010 survey Wubin Ph: 98282083
sdennings@bigpond.com
27th April 2010 MPG Committee Yongergnow Claudine Deering

meeting

Ongerup

Malleefowl Centre,

Ph: 98282007
malleefowl.wa@wn.com.au

19th to 21st May

Workshop on Environ-

WMC Conference

Susanne Dennings

2010 mental Management Centre Ph: 98282083
(presentation by Kalgoorlie sdennings@bigpond.com
Susanne Dennings)
25th May 2010 MPG Committee Yongergnow Claudine Deering

meeting Malleefowl Centre, Ph: 98282007
Ongerup malleefowl.wa@wn.com.au
23rd to 29th May Mt Jackson 100 km Susanne Dennings

2010 malleefowl survey north of Bullfinch, Ph: 98282083
Yilgarn Shire sdennings@bigpond.com
29th June 2010 MPG Committee Yongergnow Claudine Deering

meeting

Ongerup

Malleefowl Centre,

Ph: 98282007
malleefowl.wa@wn.com.au
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Malleefow] had taken 55 days to grow
from a tiny embryo to a-fullsized: hatchling.

Now, stretching and pushing with his big feet, =
he burst out of the shell and struggled free = o g
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After half a day, he lifted
his head clear of the sand,
openéd his eves and looked at the world,

As this newsletter goes to
print, Susanne Dennings, the
coordinator of the Malleefowl
Magic education program, is
again on the road, Vvisiting

primary school students around Esperance.
In the next edition of the newsletter some of the
work on malleefowl done by students Susanne
visits will be featured in Chick Chat.

Included in the Malleefowl Magic Education
program pack is a CD with the ‘Ol Man Mallee-
fowl’ song and malleefowl calls, a ‘big book’ and
a teachers’ work manual introduced by Sir David
Attenborough for junior, middle and upper
primary students.

Included too is the children’s book ‘Malleefowl
the incubator bird’ written by the celebrated
author, Pauline Reilly, and illustrated by Will
Rolland.

Excerpts from this book are reproduced here
with the kind permission of Pauline Reilly.

and he was free

continued from page 2

As part of the project, the corridor will be
monitored in the years ahead to see if any of
these species take up residence there.

The funding for the project was provided
through the MPG by the Threatened Species
Network Community Conservation Grant
scheme operated by WWF Australia.

At the time of writing, Jeff and Libby were taking
stock of the significant damage done to their
home as a result of a storm that went through
the area on Tuesday 9th February.

The MPG wishes Jeff and Libby all the best in
the coming months as they begin the
substantial task of rebuilding their house.

The Malleefow! Preservation Group
thanks

delstra

for their sponsorship.
Telstra provides invaluable support
to the MPG by way of a free
meeting conferlink service.
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