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Th is  f a b u lo u s  t h i r t y  m in u te 
documentary takes the viewer on an 
inspiring and emotional journey on the 
plight of the Malleefowl in Western 
Australia.  
The film’s commentary is presented by 
well known Australian celebrity, John 
Williamson, who is the patron of the 
Malleefowl Preservation Group. The 
dedication of the community fighting 
for the survival of this iconic bird 
species is inspiring and humbling.  
The background music to the film is 
provided by renowned local classical 

guitarist Rod Vervest with his 
distinctive musical style making the film 
a visual sensory experience as we watch 
the malleefowl go about its daily 
activities.  New footage provides 
insights into this birds unusual 
lifestyle and its vulnerability to 
predation by foxes. This is a ‘must 
see’ film for all members of the 
public, especially school aged children 
who will have to take on the 
responsibility of looking after our 
threatened faunal species in the future.  
The film was officially launched in 
Albany at the UWA precinct on 26th 
February by the Hon. Wendy 
Duncan, MLC, MPG member and 
volunteer.   Thank you Wendy for 
taking time out of your busy schedule 
to help us celebrate the completion of 
the film.          

'It's Gnow or Never' was also 

inco rpo ra ted  in to  th e  Per th 
International Arts Festival events in 
Albany with a free showing in the 
Festival Marquee.  

The  recen t l y  launched  MPG 
documentary, ‘It’s Gnow or Never’ has 
this month received ABC television 
accolades resulting in a licence 
agreement  to  Nat iona l ly  and 
Internationally broadcast the half hour 
film over the next three years.    

This agreement will result in 
the work of the Malleefowl 
Preservation Group members, 
the species biology and research 
as well as the dedication story 
of MPG volunteers to be told to 
a much broader audience.   
Australia Network, Australia's 
international television channel  
operates through the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation.  It is 
currently available to 21 million 
homes in 41 countries across 
Asia, the Pacific and the Indian 
subcontinent and in more than 
200,000 hotel rooms.    The 
service can be accessed from 
Mongolia in the north, India to 
the west, Indonesia and Papua 
New Guinea in the south and 
across the Pacific to the Cook 

Islands and the fringes of French 
Polynesia to the east.  
A special free Perth viewing was 
coordinated by Birds Australia, 
WA at their meeting, Monday 
22nd June.   

'Fast Forward' for 'Fast Forward' for 'Fast Forward' for 'Fast Forward' for 
Malleefowl FilmMalleefowl FilmMalleefowl FilmMalleefowl Film    

Founding members John Davis, 
Gnowangerup and Kelly O'Neill, 
Ongerup catch up at the film launch. 
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DVD cover - the half hour film is available 
from the MPG office  

 

Congratulations to the 
Malleefowl Preservation 
Group for producing this 
high quality film on such a 
lean budget. 

Hon. Wendy Duncan MLA officially  
launching the film in Albany 

'Its Gnow or Never'Its Gnow or Never'Its Gnow or Never'Its Gnow or Never' Launch' Launch' Launch' Launch 
By Sylvia Leighton 
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The 'Jolly Jackson      
Jiggers' , Laura Rice and 

Stephanie Hewitt 
entertaining the camp fire 

crew.   Ross Strahan 
pitched in with his guitar 

the following evening. 

Students in Action.. 
The three Conservation and Land Management students all 
pulled their weight at the recent Jackson Survey in May.   
Thank you girls for your great contributions. 

'Will you blow 'Will you blow 'Will you blow 'Will you blow 
in to this bag in to this bag in to this bag in to this bag 
please sir!'  please sir!'  please sir!'  please sir!'      

Marnie Vaux from 
Ongerup on morning 
m i n e  s a f e t y 
breathalyser check 
duty with Ron Snook  
from 
Jurien Bay. 

NeNeNeNew Bird Book specifically  
for SW of  WA 

Film Launch Film Launch Film Launch Film Launch 
Photos Photos Photos Photos     

The official launch of the 
new documentary on the 
Malleefowl occurred in 
Albany on the 26th of 
February. 

Left - Peter Pritchard, Editor 
a n d  S u sa n n e  D e nn i n gs                          
Executive Director.   Right - 
Full house audience - Marie & 
Garry Taylor and Max Piggot  
from Albany (front row). 

This is a guide book that covers the 
vast majority of the land and shore 
birds of an area that encompasses a 
region within the boundary of 
Carnarvon in the north and Kalgoorlie 
in the east. It does not include Pelagic 
birds or a few rare migrants that rarely 
come to this state. There are over 300 
photographed species along with 

distribution maps for each and a 
detailed text on bird behaviour and 
plumage. 
There is also a useful introduction 
section on how best to bird watch 
including details on the major habitat 
zones within this region. 
The book retails at $34.95 and is 
available from selected retail outlets.  
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10th May: Meeting place: Bull-
finch Pub. Time: 11am. Watch 
check: 12pm. Delayed - There’s 
always one.  12:30pm – The 
journey begins…...  
Rolling into the camp at 2pm the shock hits 
us instantly. Shock turns to surprise as a jolly 
man with a big smile peeks out from his 
position behind the onsite water tank. Alan 
Dennings. Do you ever wonder who that 
person is that lights and stokes the fire, heats 
the water, cleans the toilet, prepares dinner, 
cooks dinner AND serves it up for you is? 
Meet our mother hen – Mother Al.  Cells are 
excited and surprise turns to joy just as 
quickly as the first passing emotion. Her 
smile is contagious, almost outweighing her 
organisation skills. Meet Susanne Dennings.  
The camp comes to life in a fluster as all 
volunteers grab hold of the malleefowl spirit 
and get to work setting up their sleeping 
nests. In no time at all we’re down at the 
camp fire for the first debrief and welcome 
dinner. Luxury. With bellies full and an arm 
full of gear we trudge back to our separate 
sleeping posts and call it a night.  

After being breathalysed, strapping on, tak-
ing off, then re-strapping on my gators sev-
eral times before getting it right, the first 
survey day begins. 20m in: “HOLD THE 
LINE. NUMBER  12. TRACKS.” Things 
seem to be looking promising for the day. 
Dog tracks. The rest of the day proved to be 
just as mallefowl free. Retiring by the fire for 

the daily debrief, the musi-
cal instruments took to the 
stage with everyone counting their beers so 
as not to be over the limit for the morning. 
The next few days deemed much the same 
as the first with an average of 5 inactive 
mounds appearing per day. But would we 
ever see our malleefowl? It was Wednesday 
morning and today’s bush walking was des-
tined to be in much thicker scrub, much 
more ‘malleefowl friendly’. One problem: 

Rodger had forgotten to pack long pants. No 
one was quite sure if he even owned a pair. 
“You can’t very well walk in shorts, 
Rodger.” Susanne had worried. Ah, but here 
enters our dear mother Al again. Al to the 
rescue, providing a very stylish pair of this 
years light denim wear that Rodger eagerly 
wriggled into. With Occupational Health 
and Safety upheld the day continued and by 
lunchtime my fears were realised. We only 
had one more walking day left, I hadn’t had 

a chance to ‘HOLD THE LINE’ and there 
were no malleefowl to be seen. I spoke too 
soon… TRACKS! Everywhere tracks, 
Malleefowl tracks. The sightings were never 
ending, unlike our patience, and for some 
their delusions. “HOLD THE LINE. 
M A L L E F O W L !  … N O …  B A B Y 
MALLEEFOWL!”. Wowee! The very first, 
they do exist. “NO, IT’S A QUAIL”. Oh 
just a quail. “NO, NO BABY MALLEE-
FOWL, YES, SOME ONE GET A DATA 
SHEET.” “…Malleequail?”. “BAhk 
DAnghj OoWLABBIT”. “…I think they 
said it’s a rabbit…”. It seemed our perfected 
communication skills, were perhaps not so 
perfected and a game of Chinese whispers 
had instead made a replacement. By 3pm 
everyone was exhausted. Definite beer 
o’clock time. The day ended with a bbq, 
malleefowl doco and jam session between 
Al, Steph, Ross, myself and every other 
person willing to give the shaker a shake or 
the kazoo a blow.  
The day finally arrived, the day of the first 
active mound: Fresh diggings, fresh feath-
ers, fresh faeces, all thanks to our beloved 
May who took a moment to relieve herself 
and ended up drawing the crowds in. The 
luck carried on as, after taking a quick 4WD 
trip up the mountain as a final farewell to 
the area, Steph spotted our very first mallee-
fowl. Feeling completely fulfilled that all 
had been seen and our work done, we settled 
in for the final debrief and farewell camp 
fire. All up a total of 600ha had been sur-
veyed, 750km walked (total of individual 
contributors) and 25 mounds found. 19 
malleefowl tracks were recorded (18 of 
which, I might add were found in area 2 on 
‘malleequail’ day.), 40 bird species within 
5km of the site were recorded along with 
multiple tree stem spider burrows. It seems 
that we did deserve those chocolate frogs 
after all. Thanks to all those who gave up 
their busy schedule and hit the old rugged 
Australian bush for a rewarding and well 
spent malleefowl survey. It was great to 
meet everyone of you and I know Marnie, 
Steph and I each had a tear in our eye as we 
made the final departure.  

Keep the malleefowl spirit alive!  
 

Students, Marnie Vaux, Ongerup and Laura Rice, Denmark  

The surveys for Cliff’s Natural Resources Ltd (formally Port-
man Ore Ltd) continue on an annual basis.  This year we wel-
comed three TAFE Conservation & Land Management stu-
dents from Albany, Denmark and Ongerup.   Each of these 
students took on various volunteer roles which includes 
Laura’s writing of this editorial. 

Mount Jackson Continues 
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The Number 16 Mound at 
Foster Road Bush, Ongerup, 
has undergone some 
extensive and interesting 
renovations over the past five 
years. 
In the 2002/03 breeding season, 
the mound was opened as part 
of a research project examining 
the breeding behaviour of adult 
birds at the mound. There were 
no eggs in the mound, and it 
was not worked again that 
season. In 2003/04, a hole was 
dug beside the mound. This 
hole was later filled with leaf 
litter and then covered over 
with sand from the original 
mound. In 2004/05, the mound 

was opened, but again, 
contained no eggs. 
The process was repeated twice 

more. The second time, 
additional sand was added to 
create a double mound. Both 
mounds were worked and, in 
the breeding season of 
2008/09, were opened. The 
two mounds each had an egg 
chamber and had successfully 
hatched chicks. 
It is unfortunate we don’t 
have the story of the birds to 
go along with the mound, as 
there are many questions we 
don’t know the answer to; 
how many pairs of birds have 
been working on the mound 

over the past five years? What, 
if anything, happened to the 
2003 pair? Was the mound 
‘moved’ and built on by young 

pract is ing b irds or an 
experienced pair? 
A similar pattern of ‘moving 
mounds’ has since been 
observed with another pair of 
birds, the male of which was a 
young inexperienced bird.  The 
pair took on a very old mound 
that had been inactive for at 
least the past fourteen years 
that the site has been surveyed. 
After opening the original 
mound and constructing a litter 
trail one year, the following 
year the birds began digging a 
hole next to the original mound 
which they opted to fill with 
litter instead and have since 
been building up with sand. 

ooOOoo 

By Jessica van der Waag 

There's Mounds and There's 
MOUNDS... 

The 'Double-Decker' 
 

We endeavour to share with you some of the unusual mounds that our volunteers and researchers 
encounter in their quest to understand the species. The following article helps explain 

 why malleefowl are often referred to as cryptic (hidden, secret, obscure).  
When you start to think you have gained an understanding,  

there is always something like this to enforce how much we still have to learn. 

Sketch by Jessican van der Waag 
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Malleefowl Conservation Support 
comes from all sectors. 

We sincerely thank 

For Project Funding 

Date Activity Where Contact 

22nd June 
7.30 pm 

Perth showing of 
'It's Gnow or 

Never' 

Eco Centre, Perry Lakes 
Drive   Floreat Park 

Rod Smith 
Ph: 94473804 

30th June 
7.30 pm 

MPG  
Comm meeting 

Yongergnow  
Malleefowl Centre 

Claudine Ph: 
98282007 

1st July  Malleefowl 
Magic 

Ongerup Primary School Joanne  ph: 
98284041 

5-11th July Malleefowl 
Survey 

Menangina Station 
Menzies 

S Dennings 
Ph:  

98282820 

1st Aug  
AGM 

South Coast NRM Office 
39 Mercer Rd, Albany 

Claudine Ph: 
98282007 

6th August Surveys & Monitor-
ing sub committee 

meeting 

Telstra Audio Phone link 
meeting 

Susanne Ph: 
98282083 

30th Aug -  
5th Sept 

Malleefowl Survey NNE of Rawlina Susanne Ph: 
98282083 

17th Sept Cliffs Natural  
Resources  

Community Reference 
Group Meeting - Sth Cross 

MPG office 
Ph: 98282007 

27th Sept - 3rd 
Oct 

Malleefowl Survey Wongan Hills 
**To be confirmed 

Margaret      
Redfern DEC       
Ph: 96228940 

28th August MPG  
Comm, meeting 

Yongergnow Mallee-
fowl Centre 

Claudine Ph: 
98282007 

29th Sept  MPG  
Comm. meeting 

Yongergnow Mallee-
fowl Centre 

Claudine Ph: 
98282007 

COMING   EVENTSCOMING   EVENTSCOMING   EVENTSCOMING   EVENTS 

'This malleefowl has certainly got the wrong mound'.     
If  only he could encourage the camels to 'disappear' , our arid 

lands environment in particular would certainly benefit!   
                                                   Artwork by:  Ken Greenwell  

  Fencing Project Nearing Completion  Fencing Project Nearing Completion  Fencing Project Nearing Completion  Fencing Project Nearing Completion    
Thanks to a TSN Envirofunds 
g r a n t  l a s t  y e a r  o f 
approximately $41,000 the 
MPG is nearing completion for 
13 kms of fencing remnant 

and revegeta ted loca l 
providence seed/seedling 
areas on Ongerup and 
Gnowangerup wheat and 
sheep farming properties.   

Fencing Nearing Completion 
Cont. 

Bushland Fencing with the TSN Sign 

The high malleefowl breeding density 
bush remnant now with new fence. 

The project involved five farmers 
who supplied the labour and 
partial material costs to fence off 
natural bushland on their 
properties. 
'This in not just about malleefowl, it 
helps to address the ever 
increasing salinity in this region, 
provides stock, wind and soil 
protection and will hopefully help 
to address water logging on some 
properties' explained the project 
coordinator. 
S topping further  c lear ing, 
vegetation protection, tree 
planting, fire management and 
feral animal control are now widely 
recognised as the key on-ground 
project needs for rural areas.  
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CHICK CHACHICK CHACHICK CHACHICK CHATTTT    
Chick Chat’ takes this opportunity to specially welcome 
Cameron McAlpine from Buntine as the latest of our young 
members to join the MPG.   Thank you Cameron for your 
generous donation.  It is greatly appreciated.  We can all feel 
more secure for the future of our environment when we have 
caring members such as yourself with the following message: 
'Claudine --Thanks for replying to my email.  Today I will 

be posting you $96 donation and $10 for membership.  I got 

the money for Christmas and instead of buying toys that I 

don't really need I decided to donate the money to a good 

cause.  I have been interested in malleefowl after someone 

from your group visited Buntine Primary School in 

2007.  There are always malleefowl on the road near our 

house and I have seen the nests that they build.    Cameron' 

The ‘Malleefowl Magic’ education program revisited the Esperance 
region earlier this year.  Since that visit the following art work has 
been forwarded to the MPG from year three students at Esperance 
Primary School.  Other schools included in the first term road show 
were Our Lady Star of the Sea Primary, Nulsen Primary and 
Esperance Christian School. 
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