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The success of the Give-a-Chick-a-Chance 
appeal through our Community Conservation 
Trust has given the Trustees confidence to 
launch a new appeal to attract funds to support 
young researchers into Malleefowl and the 
mallee landscape. 
 
Chairperson, Judith O’Neill, invites all MPG 
members to assist in promoting the 
Conservation Trust to friends and acquaintances 
to raise scholarship funds for Honours, Master 
and PhD students to undertake research into the 
rich biodiversity that makes up the mallee 
ecosystem.  The base for this research would be 
at the new Yongergnow Australian Malleefowl 
Centre which has laboratory facilities as well as 
access to MPG records and community based 
volunteers. 
 
Discussions with universities indicate that a 
PhD field scholarship would need to be in the 
vicinity of $20,000 per year for each of 3 years.  
“Ultimately, we would be looking at 
partnerships with other organisations and 
agencies in this project”, Judy said, “but for 
now, we have to demonstrate our commitment to 
this goal by raising a serious amount of this 
money ourselves.” 

 
The Trust receives donations that are tax 
deductible and the uses of that fund are strictly 
controlled by regulation.  Judy expressed the 
Trust’s appreciation to all those who have 
already made contributions.  She now urges all 
MPG members to promote not only donations 
into the Trust or alternatively for people to 
consider the Trust when considering bequests. 
 
As part of this fund raising appeal, MPG 
members in different communities are being 
called on to organise social functions to promote 
understanding of the Malleefowl and the 
urgency with which its conservation needs to be 
addressed.  The MPG office can assist with 
contacts, material, displays and brochures. 
 
“Since our move into the new Yongergnow 
Centre we have organised some successful 
fundraising events for the Trust,” Judy explained 
as she perused a copy of the Night under the 
Stars booklet from one of the recent, successful 
fundraisers. “But there is only so much that can 
be done in a community of 170 people.  MPG 
has over 600 memberships.  We hope that we 
can produce a groundswell of support.” 
 
“This exciting project could really benefit 
Malleefowl conservation as well as increasing 
our knowledge and understanding of the fauna, 
flora and fungi that make up the mallee 
ecosystem.” 
 
For more information, please contact the 
Malleefowl Preservation Group on 
9828 2007 or email malleefowl.wa@wn.com.au 
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By Laura Colman, National Trust of Australia (WA) 
 
A recent survey at Yarraweyah Falls Farm, in the Shire of Gnowangerup, has revealed three Malleefowl 
mounds on the property, one of which appears to be very active. The survey also recorded a diverse 
range of other flora and fauna species, including echidnas, emus and Acacia trulliformis, which is 
recognised as a Declared Rare Flora. This is exciting news for the National Trust, who is currently 
working to rehabilitate and protect the conservation values of the site. 
Yarraweyah Falls Farm is a 1499-hectare property, which was purchased using funds from the 
BushBank revolving fund in June 2005. The National Trust has been carrying out rehabilitation works, 
before advertising it for sale to a conservation buyer. A conservation covenant will be negotiated with 
the new owners to protect the property’s natural values into the future. 
 
A $36,000 Envirofund grant has enabled the Trust to undertake on-
ground works on the property, to protect the existing bushland from 
degradation, increase the natural habitat and improve land affected by 
salinity and erosion. The project will include fencing of the bushland, 
stoning of gullies (to reduce water flow rate and erosion) and 
revegetation of the poorer quality agricultural land, exposed gullies and 
salt scolds with native species. 
 
It is hoped that the rehabilitation work, conservation covenant and 
ongoing management will conserve this important natural habitat and 
help secure the future of the species found on the property, including the resident Malleefowl.. For more 
information on the National Trust’s natural heritage programs, please contact us on (08) 9321 6088 or 
e-mail trust@ntwa.com.au . 
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If undelivered, return to: 
Malleefowl Preservation Group Inc  
PO Box 29 
Ongerup  WA  6336 
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As advised in our previous issue, we are giving our members the option of receiving our Malleefowl 
Matter by e-mail. We are very happy to mail out a paper copy to those who would prefer to have it in 
this form but due to raising mailing and printing costs, we are asking for an annual subscription of 
$10.00. 
 
DON’T MISS OUT ON OUR IMPORTANT CONSERVATION CONNECTION ! If we do not have 
your e-mail address or subscription by the time of printing our next edition, we will assume that you do 
not want this publication. 
 
Please contact the office on 9828 2007 or  e-mail malleefowl.wa@wn.com.au. Thank you. 
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